
 SHADOW DORSET COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 13 DECEMBER 2018

Present: Cllrs A Alford, J Andrews, S Bartlett, P Batstone, R Biggs, K Brookes, 
C Brooks, P Brown, R Bryan, D Budd, N Bundy, A Burch, D Bussell, A Canning, 
A Chase, S Christopher, R Cook, T Coombs, H Cox, K Day, N Dragon, 
J Dunseith, M Dyer, D Elliott, B Ezzard, J Farquharson, T Ferrari, S Flower, V Fox, 
R Freeman, S Gibson, B Goringe, M Hall, L Hamilton, B Haynes, J Haynes, 
R Hope, F Horsington, Nick Ireland, S Jefferies, K D Johnson, S Jones, T Jones, 
P Kimber, R Knox, N Lacey-Clarke, W Meaden, L Miller, P Nixon, E Parker, 
A Parry, M Penfold, V Pothecary, R Potter, B Quinn, M Rennie, C Reynolds, 
D Rickard, M Roberts, T Roos, J Sewell, P Shorland, D Shortell, J Somper, 
D Taylor, G Taylor, A Thacker, D Turner, M Unsworth, P Webb, P Wharf, 
K Wheller, M Wiggins, P Williams and T Yarker

Apologies: Cllrs K Baker, M Barnes, P Barrowcliff, T Bartlett, B Batty-Smith, 
C Beck, D Beer, A Blackwood, G Brown, S Brown, H Bruce, Ian Bruce, S Burns, 
D Burt, S Butler, M Byatt, J Cant, G Carr-Jones, A Cattaway, A Clarke, 
R Coatsworth, P Cooke, B Cooper, D Croney, J Dover, C Dowden, F Drake, 
F Drane, G Duke, J Ellis, T Farmer, C Finch, J Francis, K Garcia, I Gardner, 
H Goodinge, M Gould, R Gould, T Handford, T Harries, D Harris, P Harrison, 
S Hosford, C Huckle, C James, G Jefferson, S Jespersen, O Kanji, A Kerby, 
R Kosior, C Langham, M Lawrence, R Legg, M Leicester, G Logan, M Lovell, 
C Lugg, B Manuel, G Marsh, P McCartney, F McKenzie, D Morgan, T Morris, 
R Nickinson, R Nowak, P Oggelsby, J Orrell, J Osborne, D Packer, C Page-Nash, 
Mike Parkes, B Pipe, C Pipe, S Pritchard, B Quayle, A Reed, B Ridout, M Roake, 
J Robinson, G Rockingham, G Russell, J Russell, A Skeats, D Skipwith, 
Jackie Stayt, John Stayt, G Suttle, C Sutton, J Tanner, M Tewkesbury, C Tilling, 
S Tong, B Trite, D Walsh, A Weaving, J Westbrook, S West and M Whitwam

Officers present (for all or part of the meeting):
Kate Critchel (Senior Democratic Services Officer), Susan Dallison (Democratic 
Services Manager), Aidan Dunn (Executive Director - Corporate Development 
S151 Designate), Lee Gallagher (Democratic Services Manager - Dorset County 
Council), Jonathan Mair (Corporate Director - Legal & Democratic Service 
Monitoring Officer, Designate), Matt Prosser (Chief Executive Designate) and 
Jason Vaughan (Interim Section 151 Officer)

23.  Code of Conduct

There was no declarations of interest to report.

24.  Minutes

The minutes of the last meeting were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman.
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25.  Public Participation (30 Minutes)

There was no public participation to report.

26.  Questions from Shadow Councillors (30 Minutes)

There were no questions from Councillors.

27.  Minutes of the Shadow Executive Committee

The minutes of the meetings held on 15 October and 12 November 2018 were 
received and noted. 

28.  Minutes of the Shadow Overview and Scrutiny Committee

The minutes of the meetings held on 8 October and 9 November 2018 were 
received and noted. 

Mr J Mair, Interim Monitoring Officer and Mr A Dunn left the meeting room at 
this juncture. 

29.  Confirming the permanent appointment of the Senior Leadership 
Team For Dorset Council

The Shadow Council considered a report on the selection committees’ 
recommendations to appoint the Executive Director People, Adults, the 
Executive Director People, Children’s and the Executive Director Place. The 
selection committees also recommended to the Shadow Council the 
appointment to the following posts; Executive Director Corporate 
Development and Corporate Director Legal & Democratic. 

In considering the report, some members expressed concern that they were 
being asked to rubber stamp a decision made by the appointments panel, 
without detailed information on the individuals concerned.  However others 
indicated that they had confidence in the robust interview process that had 
taken place. 

It was proposed by Cllr Ferrari as Chair of the selection committee that Aidan 
Dunn be appointed as the Executive Director, Corporate Development (S151) 
It was proposed by Cllr Flower as Chair of the selection committee that 
Jonathan Mair be appointed as the Corporate Director Legal & Democratic for 
Dorset Council.

The Shadow Council was also asked to consider the appointment to the 
statutory role of Electoral Registration Officer within the remit of the Chief 
Executive and upon being put to the vote the motion was carried. 

Decision 
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(a) That the appointment of Aidan Dunn to the position of Executive 
Director Corporate Development at a spot salary of £135,000, be 
approved;

(b) That the appointment of Jonathan Mair to the position of Corporate 
Director Legal & Democratic at a spot salary of £105,000, be approved;

(c) That the appointment to the position of Executive Director People, 
Adults at a spot salary of £135,000 (details to be released at a later 
date), be noted;

(d) That the appointment of Sarah Parker to the position of Executive 
Director People, Children’s at a spot salary of £135,000, be noted;

(e) That the appointment of John Sellgren to the position of Executive 
Director Place at a spot salary of £135,000 be noted.

Appointments would be taken up at the earliest possible date and would be 
dependent upon individual notice periods for the successful candidates.

(f) That the addition of the statutory role of Electoral Registration Officer 
within the remit of the Chief Executive duties and responsibilities be 
agreed. 

Mr J Mair and Mr A Dunn returned to the meeting.

30.  Appointment of External Auditors

Members were advised that Dorset Council and the Shadow Dorset Council 
were legally required to appoint external auditors.  Cllr Ferrari set out a 
proposal to appoint the Public Sector Audit Appointments Limited (PSAA) who 
were willing to manage the appointment of auditors to both councils.  However 
both councils would be required to opt-in to the arrangements to allow PSAA 
to act. 

It was proposed by Cllr Ferrari seconded by Cllr Lacey-Clarke 

Decision

That Dorset Council and the Shadow Dorset Council opt-in to the 
arrangements for the appointment of external auditors, managed by Public 
Sector Audit Appointments Limited.

31.  Urgent items

The Chairman advised that there was one item of business to be reported to 
the Shadow Council.

32.  Changes to the Constitution
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The Corporate Director Legal & Democratic reported that in line with the rules 
of the Shadow Council constitution, the Leader of the Shadow Council had 
amended the Council meeting quorum to 41 members. 

Following any such amendment these changes must be reported to the next 
meeting of the Shadow Dorset Council.  In response to questions regarding 
this decision, the Leader of the Shadow Dorset Council informed members 
that the decision had been made to reduce the number as a sensible 
pragmatic approach; recognising that fewer councillors were attending the 
shadow council meetings.  

The Chairman further indicated that it was important that the Shadow Council 
was able to take important decisions at future meetings in the New Year, but 
this decision did not preclude all members from continuing to attend.

Duration of meeting: 6.30  - 7.02 pm

Chairman


